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To the Right Honourable the Lords Cotmtniſficners? 
for executing the Office of LORD HIGH TREA-? 


SURER > GREAT BRITAIN. © 
The humble Petition of the Fiſhermen, or 
Dreagers of the ſeveral Oytter-Filheries. 
_ within and along the Coaſts'of the Couniy 
KN r, for themſelves, and on the Be- 

Bal of 1be Fiſhermen belonging to many 

. Oyiter-Filheries in the County of EssEx, 

Susskx, and SournAMur oWW ö 


\ 


WE HAT your Petitioners; who are very 
numerous, have, for many Years em- 
I&x ploy'd themſelves, Servants and Veſſels 

in improving their reſpective Oyſter- 
Fieries; and, for the carrying on ſuch 

Les Work, go into the Weſtern Channel, and 
order Parts of this Kinopom, to take and to buy 
OyRters, Brood and Spat of Oyſters there, and lay 
them in their teſpective Oyſter· Fiſheries, or Oyſter» 
. Grounds, to fatten and become fit fur London and o- 
ther Markets; and that ſuch Trade and n | 
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| the chief Dependance and Employ of your Petitioners | 


for their Support in the Winter Seaſon. 5 
That, of late ,Years, great Quantities of foreign. 


Oyſters have been, and now aro imported into this. 


Kingdom; and being unrated Goods, and Merchan- 


dize are chargeable with Duties to the Crown, accord- 


ing to the Value and Price aſcertained by the Oath, 
or Affirmation of the Importers, who buying ſuch 


foreign Oyſters at low Rates and very cheap abroad, 
generally aſcertain the Values, when imported, in an 


evaſive and fraudulent Manner, and at much lower 

Values and Prices than the Importers actually ſell 

the 

ceale | | | | 
That the Effect and 3 of thus importing 

foreign Oyſters (beſides the Abuſe and great Defrauds 

to the Re venus of the Crown) tends to the great Diſ- 


couragement of your Petitiencrs to continue their honeſt 


Endeavours and Labour, by themſelves, Servants and 
Veſſels, to trade, dredge for, take, or buy Oyſters 


- within our own Kingdom (where there is no Lack, 
| but a continual Supply) and to the Prejudice, Decay 


and Ruin of our own Fiſheries and Oyſter Grounds, 
and to the Hindrance and Neglect of training up Num- 
bers of good Seamen, who, as Occaſion offers, are very 
uſeful People in His MAjzsrr's Ships of War. 

That your Petitioners are alſo particularly affected 
by the Matters complained of, making little or no Pro- 
fit from their reſpeRive Fiſheries, and thereby rendred 
unable to Pay off and diſcharge the Monies they bor- 
row upon their Securities, to improve their Fiſheries, 


and carry on ſuch Bufineſs for their Support. 


Dur Petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly pray 


your Lordfprps will be pleaſed to tak? this 


Caſe into Conſideration, and be a Means of 
aſſiſting your Petitioners, ſo that the pro- 
ſent Method for paying Duties to the Crown 


for foreign Oyſters imported may be re&i- 
fied; * ſuch Oyſters — * ſpecif- 
cally rated at proper, fixed and certain 


tara 


** — 
=. 
* 
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m ; and the true Quantities imported are often con- 


FRANCE, are clargeable with ſeveral Duties, amount- 


„ 1 

Duties, or your Petitioners otherwiſe ro. 
 Hieved in the Premiſes, as the Facts ſuggeſt: 
ed ſpall be made appear, and require Relief 
with Reſpect ro this Trade. 


„ od, ſhal 
5 bo * as in Duty Ae toll "= 


The Petitions were preſented the 8th February, 


1736, and were immediately referred to the Honouras 
ble the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms. EY. 


Copy of the REPORT of the Honourable 


the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to the 


Right Honourable the Lords of the 'Trea- 
ſury. | | | 


May it pleaſe your Lordſbips, | 
1 Obedience to your Commands, Ggnified by Mr. 
 Scrope, in his Letter of the 8th ultimo, tranſmit- | 


ting ſeveral Petitions from the Fiſhermen and Dred- 


gers of ſeveral Oyſter- Fiſheries, herewith returned, re- 
preſenting the Difficulties they labour under, by the 
great Imporration of foreign Oyſters, entred at Unaer- 


values, praying to be relieved therein. 


We bumbly report, That it appears, by Accounts 
delivered us by the proper Officers, that foreign Oy/ſ- 
ters, have been imported only from FR AN CE, and 
into no other Ports, but Rocheſter, Faverſham, Col - 
cheſter, and Malden; at which Places 213,897 Bu. 


| ſhels have been entred between the Year 1718 a 


Chriſtmas laſt; that the ſaid Oyſters coming from 
ing 


\ 


(4 ) 


ing to 65* per Cent, but not being ge they have | 
t 


been entred at different Prices, according to the Qaths 
of the Importers, the tatal Value ef the whole Duan- 
rity entred in that Time being 16: 1. 12 f. which, at 
a Medium, is under Tropence ter Buſhel, and the 
whole Duty collected amounts to 1016 J. 10 5. 9 4. 


three Farthings, which, at a Medrme, is about One 


Penny Farthing per Buſhel. MATS. 
We further report, That it appears by the ſaid Ac- 


counts, that the greateſt Part of the (aid Oyſters hace 
been -confiderably under valiied, the Importers having 


formerly entred them from 9 Shillings and Sixpence 
to One Shilling per Buſhel, but, of late Years;. they 


have been ſworn only at Three-pence, Two pence, One 


Penny, and ſometimes as low as a Farthing per 
Buſhel, and under, being much leſs than the true 
Value. And it further appears, by the Afidavitrs 
which the Petitioners have laid before us, that 72v0 
Cargo's of Oyſters, valued only at 5 J. each, were im- 
mediately ſold, one for upwards of 58 J. and the other 


for upwards of 60 /. From all which it is eyident, 


the Revenue has been greatly defrauded. 

We are, therefore, humbly of Opinion, it will be 
an Advantage to the Revenue, and put the 1mporters 
of Oyſters on a more equal Foot, if a Rate be fixed, 
by Law, on all foreign Oyſters imported, and the Con- 
tents of the Buſhel aſcertained, which, at. prefent, 
vacicy at different Porrs, 1 


And, if your Target, approve thereof, 4 


Buſpel, itrict Meaſure f the Wincheſtey 
Corn Buſhel, whereby rhe neat Yut ies 


| e We 
humbly cffer, That the Rate be 7d. F +l 
er 


'* 12 Carl. II. Old Subſidy - *'- 5 
1 Geo. II. Further Subſidy . - - - - 5 
2 Ann, One third Subſid -- 
3 Ann, Two thirds Subſidy h 
4 and 5 W. M. Additional Impoſt 
7 and 8 Wil. III. French Duty 


f ; ; ? . 2 ; 40 


per Cent. . 5 


oO © 
1 
6 28 
o 0 
0 o 


_— 


"hy. 


+ zhirozs avhen imported from Baer, 2 
amonnt to abet 4 d. Farthing per Puſpel. ” 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to o your. Lordſhips 


FT _ Conſideration. 7 


| Jobs Hin. : 

ag London, Fo | * Stanley. 
22 e 1736. * Corbet. 
F Evelyn. , 


45: 14. 1737, a ic 'OPY. of this Mitt was pre- 


e from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to the 
Honourable the Houſe of "ng wan ro their 
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The C ASE 107 the 05er Drache, or E 
ermen of the Ofter- Fiſperies,'in Kent, 
Eſſere, Suſſex, and Southampton; ; with 
| ſome OBSERVATIO „ 


* addr 24 a the Hmovrable the HN o v SE 
mb. i COMMONS. SEW „ 


* 


HE publick Wealth, Honour, and Safety of this Preamble of 
Kingdom, as well as the Maintenance of Trade, the Billingt- 


8 Support of Navigation, depend very much on gate A#, 10 


the Improvement and Encouragement of the Fiſhery. 
"The. Oyſter- Fiery is a confierable_ Branch of it, 
and every Diſcouragement, thereof is a 2 Incon- 
venience, and a great Prejudice to the People, and to 
the Towns and W e Trp where they trade and 
dwell. | 
+ Oyſters are pep due and. grow io all 125 gens and 
Salt Water; the Young, or Spawn of Oyſters are pro- 
| duced in (1) mumberleſs e in this Kingdom, 
between the Months of. May and Arguſt, yearly ; in 
which Time, none are taken or mar eted : . Thar 
| Seaſon is l their EI 1 are not fir to be 


chen cater. Dun ns 3 
169 On ao ama huts e 
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Waters, by the Flux and Reflux. 


7 . 7 

+ The Spawn, or Brood Oyſters, are not ſubje& to 
Deſtruction, as the Eggs and Fry of many other Sorts 
of Fiſh are, by hanging in Cluſters, as the Eggs of 

Lobfters, nor as the Roe of other Fiſh; neither are 
they Bair or Food to any other Fiſh ; nor are they 
marketed for Conſumption, if taken, tiil of a due Size, 
but Jaid again in the Fiſheries to grow : And the Oyſ- 
ter Spawn is diſtributed all over the Seas, Rivers, and 


For when the Eggs, or Spar (as it is called by 
Fiſhermen) are firſt ſhed, they riſe in a very ſmall 
Bubble of Oil and Glew, and float on the Surface of 
the Waters, and are moved to and fro, till, by the 
Air and Sun, they are brought to Maturity, and the 


Shell formed; and then, by their natural Gravity, 


ſubfide, and always remain at. the Place they fall. 
This being the Method of the Production of Oyſters, 

every Part of the Kingdom along the Coaſts, and 

near the Salt Rivers and Indraughts, are peopled by 


(2) Oyſter Dredgers, or Fiſhermen. trading in Oyſters, 


and they are compured to be near 10,000 People in 
England, Apprentices included; they are not incor- 
* into one Body, but are divided into different 
Zompanies, according to their firſt Eſtabliſhment, 
and are admitted and governed by the particular Laws 


of each ſeveral Society. 


The Oyſter-Druagers are induſtrious Managers of a 


Growth of this Kingdom, by removing Oyſters from 


ſome Parts to others, and laying them in Seas, to 
improve and fatten, for a plentiful Supply of London, 
and other Markets: And in the Oyſter Trade are 
many Branches, employing Numbers of People, and 
producing a Profit for their Labour, viz. 


Type Dredgers ſell to the Freighters, 


| The Freighters ſell to the Storers, or Layers of Oyl- 

ters in Beds. | : 7 

- The Storers ſel] to the Markermen. 
The Marketmen ſell to the Retailers, and 
The Retailers ſell for the Conſumption. 


(2) In the Counties of Kent, Eſſex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Lincoln, 
Tork, Suſſex, Southampton, Dorſet, aud Devon. 5 74 
b a 3 5 3 a>, i oſs ies of 7 In 


3 
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in rhoſe Parts, and bring al 


T's l 


In (3) Kent and (4) Efex are many very ancient 


WP” pacious ag kn and Oyſter Grounds, be- 
| longing to many different Societies, or Companies, 
ſome of which conſiſt of between 3 and 400 Members, 


befides Apprentices. Theſe Fiſheries produce yearly- 
very great natural Corps; and the Beds, or Sails of 
theſe Rivers and Ingrounds are the belt. and moſt fir 
for improving Oyſters for London, and other Markets; 


and therefore theſe Fiſhermen, from Chriſtmas till. 
the latter End of May, yearly (which is called the 


Storing Seaſon) fit up their Veſſels, carrying four and 
five Hands a- piece, and go to the Weſt and North 
Channels, and other Parts of this Kingdom, to dredge 
for Oyſters and Brood ; and, as well as working them» 
ſelves, trade with the ig, on of Oyſter-Dredgers 
ſuch Oyſters and Brood, 
and ſell them to the ſeveral Companies of Kent and 
Er, who lay and diſpoſe of them in their ſeveral 
Fiſheries, to be. improved for Market againſt the next 
Winter, or Marker Seaſon. And, in this Part of the 
Trade, great Numbers of Dredgers, Servants, and 


Peſſels, are employed, and many Thouſand Pounds 
are yearly laid out in our Eugliſb Fiſheries for Oyſters, 
and a great deal of Money expended in the Meſt and 


North Parts of this Kingdom, for Fleſh, Bread, 
Drink, and other Proviſions and Neceſſaries for the 
People, and Veſſels trading in theſe Parts, during the 
Storing Seaſon. 15 | ; 

From the latter End of May till St. Zames's-T 146, . 


no Oyſters are worked for, or taken, becauſe of their 


Spawning ; but, as ſoon as that is over, and on Sr. 
Zamer' ul ale, the Market begins at BiJlingſpare 
r the Conſumption, and continues till May Tide. 
In this Seaſon each ſeveral Company ſells both the 
laid and native Oyſters to the Marketmen, to ſupply 


Londen Market; and it is the Care and Buſineſs of 


every Company to get off their Stocks as faſt as they 


can, leſt they ſhould be deſtroyed by extraordinary - 


(3) The Medway, and eighteen other ſpacious Rivers, Royal- 


ties, and Indraughts. | 
= (4) Canady-Ifland, Burnham, Malden, Colcheſter, Harwich, | 


Maningtree, Orwell River, and lndraughts. 


(5 Land- . 
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60 Land- Floods, or great Froſts; for Oyſters being 5 


very tender Animals, cannot endure thoſe Se verities; 


and, in the Winter Seaſon, the utmoit Caution is 


taken for the Preſervation of the Young, or Brood 
QAyſters, for they ares thrown into the Waters again, 
by the particular Laws of the Fiſheries, under ſevere 
Penalties, in caſe of Neg edge. a 
In this Way has the Engliſh Oyſter Trade been car - 
ried on verv ſucceſsfully many Years,, and Londos 
plentifully ſupplied with wholeſom and very fine 


Oyſters trom theſe Fiſheries; but, of late, ſome. 


People have imported Oyſters from Concale in France 


imo this Kingdom, to the very great Prejudice of the 
Erngliſp Fiſheries. | Ti Cow | 


The hnportation began im 1718 to countenance 
Smuggling; for under a Cargo of Oyſters uſed to be 
concealed Brandy and other Things. Ret 
A few (6) People, not Fiſhermen, or Oyſter- 


Dredgers, of late Years, getting into their Poſſeſſion 


ſome Parts of the Shores in Rent and Efſer, ſtock 
theſe Places with French Oyſters, and vend them at 
Billingſgate Market only. They employ a few Veſ- 
ſels to go to Cancale for them, and import very great 
Quantities; theſe they lay on the Shores for a 
(7) while, and, at Low water time, gather them 
up, and ſend to Marker, endeavouring to monopolize 
the whole Oyſter Trade to themſelves, and to dif- 
courage the Labour and Induſtry of our Oyſter Dred. 
gers, and to reſtrain them from getting an honeſt Live- 


lihood, by their ancient and lawful Employment. . 


_ - C5) Theſe Accidents, ſometimes, occaſion 4 Scarcity of Oyfters . 


in the Inground Fiſneries, and on the Shores, but they are re- 

pleniſned again the next Seaſon, from the Channels and deep 

Waters. 25 | | N 3 
(6) The Importers concerned in the Shores of Kent and Eſſex | 


are not above eighteen People, ſome Farmers, ſome Tradeſmen 
and Women. 


(7) They lay them about March, and market them in 


| Auguſt, and ſo on, during the Winter Seaton ; in which Time 


the Growth of their Shell is ſo extraordinary, that they are more 
than aouble the Size than when laid, and ſometimes they don't 
lay above a Month or fix Weeks, before they ſell them at Lon- 
don, and then they are not whojeſom, | F 


| Ce) . 
Q Oyſters im ported from France being unrated Goods, . 
are to pay a Duty of 65 per Cent, accordir g to their 
Value, aſcertained by the Oarh, or Affirmation of the 
Importers, or Proprietors. They undervalue the Oy- 
| (ters they report, and ſeldom report more than One 
Third of the Cargo, and often diſpoſe of them with- 
out making any Report. They have ſeveral Projects 
and fictitious Sales, propounded only to evade the Duties, 
and to ſalve the Purpoſe of taking the Oath, or making 
the Affirmation of a Value. Cargoes have been va- 
lued at Five Pounds on Oath at the Cuſlombouſe, and 
ſold the ſame Day for Sixty Pounds and upwards. 
When the Importation firſt began, the Importers 
h valued their Oyſters at Two Shillings and Six pence 
per Buſhel; but the modern Importers have reduc- 
ed the Value under a Farihing a Buſhel. And thus, 
from the /ow Price Oyſters are bought at in France, 
and the Evaſion of paying the proper Duty, the Im- 
portes get rid 6f them at any Rate at London Market, 
and the rather becauſe French Oyſters are attended 
with a nauſcous fætid Water, or Fluid between the 
Folds of the hollow Shells, which, in opening, are 
often broke, and the Oyſters rendred unwholeſum and 
unfit to (8) eat. 3 F 
The Engliſ Dredgers being of late under fo great 
Oppreſſion, applied to the Right Honourable the 
Lords of the TREASURY, complaining of the 
Frauds committed againſt the Revenue in this Impor- 
tation, and ſtating the deſtruftive Conſequence of it 
to the Eugliſo Dredgers and Fiſheries, their Petition 
was referred to the Honourable the Commiſſioners f 
the Cusroms, who, after a long Examination of the 
Matter, and hearing the Peritioners and Imperters, 
were pleaſed to make their Report to the Lords of the 
TREASURY, a Copy of which is now before this 
*. HONOURABLE HOUSE. . 
1 - For, ſo long as the [porters can, by their Frauds, 
evade paying the Duties to the CROWN, our Trade 
is not equal, nor any way proportionable with theits; 
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(8) Break the under Shell of the French. Oyſters to Pieces; the 

—— Experiment will prove this A ſſer: ion, and the corrupted Worms 

I found there aggrevate the Charge. Eto 8 
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and *tis impoſſible for our Home Fiſheries to continue — 
their Trade 15 theſe unequal Terms. Therefore, E 
Dur Dredgers muſt lay down their Bulineſi, an! 0 
Jorſake their Trane. p Ns hah T 
The Numbers of People now employed, muſt be. || C 
turned looſe in the World. © IF 
The Buſineſs of building Snacks and ſmall Craft di 
mmuſt be raid aſide. | | VVV 
The CRO N will loſe the conſiderable Revente re: 
* ariſing from our Conſumption of many cuſtomable 2 
Merchannizes uſed in our Veſſels and Trade. An 75 
The Government will loſe this great and valuable M. 
| Nurſery of breeding up the beſt Samen for the Ser- are 
| vice of the ROYAL NAVY. „VW 
Objection IJ. The imerters ſay, if any certain Duty, tho' never . 
ſo low, is put upon French Oyſters, they cannot be bre 
imported, and may be a Means to increaſe the Price N 


of Oyſters ; for the Engliſh Fiſhermen may combine 

| and bring bur ſmall Quantities to Market. SY 

Anſewer. It is humb.y inſiſted, that the Engliſh Growth very 
much exceeds the Conſumption Yearly, and that there 
can be no Want of a full Supply to all Demands, but 
in Times of Extremity, by Froſts, Se. And it is im- 
poſſible that ſuch Numbers of People as the Exgliſb 
Dredgers are, and in ſo many different Companies, 
and diſtin& Parts of the Kingdom, can confederate to 
bring only ſmall Quantities to Market, when it is the 
Intereſt of them all to ſell off their Crops as quick as 
they can, and to earn the moit they can for their own 
and Families Benefit. | 


Objection II. The Engliſh ſell to the Dutch their ſmall Oyſters, ata 
De or Brocd, who export them to Holland; therefore, a 

Supply from France is wanted, to make good that! J. 

RT. — K 


Anſwer. The Engliſh ſell the Dutch about 25,600 Buſhels 
of full grown Oyſters yearly, and but very little, if any 
Brood, and they bring back 4,5007. a Year of our Hum 
Money for Oyſters, and lay out, for Flefh, Bread, NT 
Pewter, Braſs and ſundry other Wares, when they 


come for Oyſters, about 2,000 /. more; and our T 

Growth will fully ſupply this Export, which is alwavs 
rec koned Part of the Demand and Conſumption of our South 
| e a miſſio 


French 


| - Engliſh Oyſters, 
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French Oyſters ſell cheaper at Market than Eugliſi ObjeBion III. 


Ouſters; and, therefore, the Vuportation ought to go 
on in the Way it is, without any Alteration of the 
Duty, or in the Importers Mer hod of valuing their 
Oyiters. , | 


The Price of the ſame Species of Viands and Food Anſber 


differs at all Markets, according to their good or bad 
Qualities, Without ſaying more, it will not be pre- 
tended that French Oyſters are comparable to the 
Engliſh Oyſters | 7 
But, beſides the Oyſters brought to Pillingſgate- 
Market from the Fiſheries of Kent and Eſſeu, there 


are great Quantities brought thither every Seaſon from 


the Meſt and North Channels. 1 : 
And ſeyeral Cargoes of very good Oyſters are alſo 
brought to 21//ingſgare from Scurland. 
And, from the fruitful Production of Oyſters yearly 


all over the Br:zifþ Seas, and ſalt Waters, the Quantity 


and Grcwrh do and will always exceed the Conſump- 
tion, excepting the Accidents before ſtated. 


T herefors it is humbly hoped, for the above 

' Reaſons, and for promoting ſo uſeful a 
Branch of Trade and cur home Oyſter- 
Fiſheries, that the Engliſh Dreagers aud 
Fiſhermen will have the Tudulgence and 
Encouragement of this HONOURABLE 
HOUSE, againſt the Duportat ion Oyſters 

into this KNM. 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Honou- 


* : „ „ 
* _— 


The CASE of the Eſſex Importers of 
| French Oyſters. 85 


» * 


rable the Houſe of COMMONS. 


5 Bo E Oyſter-Dredgers, or Fiſhermen of the. 


Oyſter Fiſheries, in Kent, Efex, Suſſex, and 


Southampton, having lately a plied to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of His Majeſty : Treaſury, complaining of 
. 8 3 B 2 Senn 2 4 


many 


"E381 


many great Hardſhips they would inſinuate they now 


labour under, from the Importation of French Oyſters 
into this Kingdom ; and (in order to, conceal the prin- 
cipal Deſign intended by this Application) they would 
have it believed, That great Frauds have happened 
in the Payment of the preſent Duties on French Oyſ- 


ters; and therefore, to rome ſuch Abuſcs for the 
future, and that the Tra 
u more equal Footing, they prayed, That a ſpecifick 


e might be carried on upon 


Rate or Duty might be put upon them, - 

As this Matter now lies before this Honour ABLE 
Hos, the Eſſex Importers think it their Duty to 
ſtate the Conſequences that muſt attend the laying 


a ſpecifick, or certain Rate on Foreign Oyſters im- 


rted. | RT. A. 
Firſt, the Crown muſt loſe the preſent Duties paid 


on the Importation of Foreign Oyiters ; becauſe laying 


a ſpecifick Rate, or Duty, or, at leaſt, ſo much as 
they now apply tor, muſt, at all Events, amount to a 
o e 
Secondly, The Kentiſn, Sc. Oyſter-Dredgers will 
monopolize the whole Oyſter Trade, and then the 
London Market cannot be plentifully 7 eſpe- 
cially ſo Jong as the Legiſlature permits the great Ex- 


33 of Engliſh Oyſters, as well Brood in the 


ring, as Grown Oyiters in Winter, to Holland in 
urch Bottoms, Duty free. The Prices of Oyſters at 


Billing ſgate will be greatly advanced, and conſequent - 


ly many Thouſandse in the Cities of London, Weſtmin- 


ter, and Borough of Southwark, who get an honeſt 


Living by retailing Oyſters, will be intirely deſtitute 


ol the Means to ſupport themſelves and Families. 


ObjeRion I. 


By the Report of the Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
jeſty's Cuſtoms, now lying before this Honourable 
Houſe, it is there ſaid, That it appears to them, that 


the Revenue had. been greatly defrauded by the Im- 


porters of French Oylters ; Firſt, Becayſe the Impore 
ters have enter'd them, on Importation, at different 
Values; And Secondly, By two Cargoes imported, 
which were entered and valued, on the Oath of the 
Importer, at Five Pounds each; and that the ſame 


were immediately ſold for Fifty Pounds each. 


Anſar. 


If the Eſer Importers had been permitted, wang 
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the Affair lay before their Honours the Commiſſionere 


of the Cuſtoms, to have been examined Jiua voce, 


Kentiſh Fiſhermen, they could have eaſily undecei ved 
them; for Oyſters being a tender Animal, and liable 


. as they petitioned for, and wich was granted to the 


to many Accidents, but more eſpecially ſo, when im- 


ported from foreign Parts, when, by many accidental 


Delays on their Importation, by contrary Winds, or 


ſtormy and tempeſtuous Weather, ſometimes one 


Third, ſometimes one Half, nay, frequently whole 
Cargoes have died before they could be laid on their 
Oyſter-Grounds, which the Importers think muſt have 


ſet upon Oyſters on their Importation ; for it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that the Importers could put an equal Value 
on dead Oyſters with the living; and, therefore, to 
lay a certain Rate, or Duty on Oyſters imported, muſt, 


undoubtedly, put a Stop to their Importation, and, 


conſequently, the CRown mutt loſe the preſent Duties. 


been an unanſwerable Reaſon for the different Values 


The two Inſtances, mentioned in the Report now be- 


fore this Honourable Houſe, the Eſſex Importars hum- 


bly think can in no wiſe affect them, becauſe thoſe 
two Cargoes, there taken Notice of, were imported 


by thoſe Perſons who are now applying for a ſpecifick 


Duty; and, it is more than probable, the ſame was 


calculated to give them an Opportunity for this preſent 
The Kerriſh, &c. Oytter-Dredgers, 25 the Impor- 
ters are informed, have propoſed, that the Sum of 


84. Duty per Buſhel, ſtrike Meaſure of the Vincheſ 


ter Corn Buſhel, be laid on all French Oyſters import- 
ed, in order to put the Trade, as they pretend, upon 


an equal Footing. 5 


The Eher Importers beg Leave to ſay, That the 


Kentiſh Oyſter-Dredgers had no Occaſion to diſtinguiſh 


the Duty of 94. to be paid by the Mincbeſter Corn 


Buſhel; for, was it limited to the Pilling ſgate Oyſter 


Buſhel, which is near three Wincheſter Corn Buſhels, 
and, conſequently, makes two Shillings and three 


Pence per Buſhel Duty, inſtead of nine Pence, at Bil- 
lingſgate, which is often more than they ſel! them for 
there, clear of Charges, it muſt totally prohibit the 


Ilm portation; 


Objection II. 


Anſaey. 


_  ObjeSion III. 


* 


5 1 
Importation; but, as they are begun, they are willing 
to make ſure Work of it. 7 Fi 

The Engliſ Oyſter-Dredgers ſay, That there is 
Plenty both of Brood and grown Oyſters of the Eng- 
4 Growth to ſupply all Markets, without importing 
foreign Oyſters; and that ſuch Importation countenances 
Smuggling. py” 71 | 
The Ee Importers inſiſt, That the contrary ts 
true; for it is notorious that thoſe very Oyſters which 
the Kentiſh Oyſter- men now ſell at Billingſaate, from 
four to five Shillings per Buſhel, were (before the Im- 
portation of French Oyſters) ſold at the ſame Place for 


fixteen Shillings per Buſhel, which the Importers think 


is a Demonſtration of the Scarcity of Eugliſb Oyſters, 
and the Neceſſity there is to continue the Importation. 
And the Eſſer Importers are perſuaded, that the 
Kentiſp, &c. Oyſter- Dredgers cannot deny but that 
they conſtantly purchaſc af them, every Year, all the 
lean Stock they can a 

more from them, if they could be had; tho", to op- 


| preſs the Eſer Oyſter men, and even to force them to 
ſeek for Oyſters abroad to lay on their Grounds, they 


have, of late Years, advanced the Price of Brood, or 
lean Stock, from ſeven Pence per Tub, a Meaſure they 
ſell by, to fixteen Pence. And, can it be imagined, 


if there was ſuch Plenty of Eng/iſpþ Oyiters as is repre- 
ſented, but that the Eſſex, and other Importers, 


would not much rather purchaſe their lean Stock in 


England, than to go to any foreign Marker, and run 


the Riſque of the many Accidents Oyſters are ſubject 
to, and to pay the large Duties now payable on the 


| Importation? And the Importers humbly conceive, 


that the permitting ſo many of the * Dutch Veſlels to 


come upon the Z7g/;/þ Coaſt for Oyſters, has been the 


greateſt Encouragement for Smuggling on the Kent iſp 
and other Coaſts, where, under that Pretence, run in 


all Kinds of prohibited Goods; the Truth of which, 
appears from the great Number of Smugglers wo 


lurk about that Coaſt, and occaſion the many Riots and 
Diſorders which ſo frequently happen, in oppoſing 


| * The Dutch Veſſels have large Wells, which make them 
His 


very convenient for the Snuggling Trade. 


; and would yearly purchaſe 
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Cay 
His Majeſty's Officers in their Duty; and which muſt 
of Neceſſity continue ſo, as long as the Duteh Veſſels 
are permitted to come on thoſe Coaſts, under Pretence 
of duying Opſter&es| ew ho wn 
If the Importation of Oyſters ſhould be prohibited, 
the ſame, if not greater Inconveniencies uf attend it, 
than the prohibiting the Importation of Lobſters and 
Turbevs in foreign Bottoms did, by an Act of Parlia- 


ment of the roth and 31th of Milliam III. for, in that 
Caſe, it was ſoon found, that ſuch Prohibition occa- 


ſioned the Price of Lobfters and Turbets to increaſe ſo 
much, that the ſame was afterwards repealed, and, 
thereupon, they became plenty, and cheap at Bil- 
tingſeate-Market.. | „ 
From all which; the Fe Importers think it muſt 
A evident to every Perſon, that the main Scope 
d Deſign of the Kentiſh, &c. Oyſter-Dredgers, js 
ro pet ſuch a Duty laid on French Oyſters, as will 
amount to a Prohibition; the Conſequence of which 
muſt be, the preſent Duties will be ſunk, the Price of 
Oytters greatly increaſed, and the n Oyſter men 
derived of that Trade by which they have induſtri- 


ouſly ſupported themſelves and Families. 


hereſore they humbly hope this Honourable 
Hiouſe will take their Caſe into Conſidera- 
tion, and permit the Importaticn of Oyſters 
in the ſame Manner as it hath been hitherts 
carried on. 


F 
The REI Y of the Oyſter-Dredgers, or 


Fiſhermen the Oyſter-Fiſheries n Kent, 


Eſſex, Suſſex and Southampton; zo the 
CASE of the Eſſex Importers of French 


Opfters. 7 


Humbly addreſſed to the Honourable the Ho vf 


COMMONS. 


8 HE Importation of French Oyſters bein be- 


come exceſſi ve, and the Exgliſb Oylter-Dredgers 
under very great Harſhips and Diſcouragements in 
their Trade by the Importation, the Importers, or 
Perſons concerned, paying a very ſinall Cuttom, and 


ſometimes none, as the Duties are payable ad valorem, 
they are ſworn. much under true Value. And Oyſters 


being of a per:iſving Nature, that the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms cannot prevent the Fraud, by taking the Oy- 
ſters into their © 


Engliſh Oyſter-Dredgers, by their Petition to the 
Right Honourable the Lords of the Txt asuay, re- 
preſented their Caſe, and prayed that foreign Oyſters 
18 be ſpecifically . rated, and the Petitioners re · 

ieved. 


The Petition was referred to thb Examination of the 


_ Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, on the 


eighth of February laſt ; and by an additional Petition 


to the Commitſtioners of the «Cuſtoms, the Oylter- 
Dredgers hoped, conſidering ' the great Charge they 
are at in their Trade and Bu 

| ſhould be fo rated, as not to pay lefs than r 9 SHil- 
lings for every Buſhel, and that the Contents of ſuch 


Buſhel might be aſcertained,*which would increaſe 


the Revenue, by preventing the Frauds at preſent 

practiced, and be an Encouragement to the Engliſb 

Dredgers. 1 | PR 
The Eſer Importers, in their printed Caſe, de- 


Jivered at the Door of this HoNxOURABTE Hovssx, 


charge the Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
* tom 


uſtody, as is provided in the Caſe of | 
other Goods undervalued, by 11th Geo. I. The 


nefs, that French Oyſters - 
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to the K-nif Fiſhermen. 1 
+ This Accuſation is falſe, and very 72decent; for 
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toms with Partialiiy, in, not permitting them to be 
3 Pe 7 8 


examined Viva voce, and which (they ſay) was granted 
1 | eg 


every one concerned in the Attendance before the Com- 


miſſioners on this Affair, knows very well that er 
ecdings 


Side was heard Viva Vcce ; but the whole Proc 


upon the Reference were carried on in Writing. 


For this Purpoſe, the Agents for the, Engl 
air, 


| Dredgers,: by a Memorial, ſtated the whole A 


and the Difference in the Trade between the Daz po- 
ERAS and the IMR T ERS. And, altho' the Tyzpor- 
ters were as ſenſible of the Application as the Porr- 
tioners themſelves, and had Copies of the Petitioners 
Papers from the Office; yet they did not appear be- 
fore the Board till the  $?coud. of March; and their 
late Application was made (as is apprehended) with 


A View to delay the Petitioners, and truſtrate their 
Hopes of Relief this Sous of Parliament; for they 


continued their Importation at the Vdervalues during 
theſe Proceedings, and have laid a confiderable Crop 
on their Shores; and, in Defiance of the Law, laid 
ſome of them before they made any Entry. 
But, on the Second of March, the Importers, both 


of Efſex and Kent, preſented their Petitions, with 


very long Memorials; by way of Anſwer; to the Pe- 
titioners, and the Peti:ioners Agents, delivered in a 
Reply; and the Petitioners ſupported their Charge 


by Affidavits of Importets valuing French Oyſters at 


very /ow Rates, and ſelling them to be laid tor ve 


great Sums cf Money, and a Lift of the Frauds in dif- 


ferent Places, and in different Years, were laid before 


their Honours, for further Proofs, if required. 


But the Frauds being .notorious in the Country, 
and the Officers of the Cuſtoms below having frequent. 
ly repreſented this Abuſe ro the Commiſſioners, and 
the whole Affair having been ſtated on one Side and 
the other, in the Papers laid before the Commiſſioners, 


and neither Side offering any more Papers to their 


% 


Honours, all Parties were diſmiſſed further Attendance 
before the Board of Commiffioners ;*%and, on the 
Twenty ſecond of March, the Commiſſioners were 
Piealed to make their Report. | 
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In 1736, 24,510 Buſhels of French 


. » Oyſters were imported, the loweſt | . 5 
+ , Value of them, in that Tear to be! «x 4. 
laid to grow for Market, was > 1194 7 3 
1836 J. 9 5. the Duty which! ft 
ought to have been paid, at 65] | 
=, Los 1 1 * „„ 
The aid, as ſworn to, was . 19 8 
2M en P 7 168 3 4 


— 


"EE 


». 


Fraud gainſt the Revenue that 
T j ſingle ear, by Under values we ont 13 17 A 


Fraud againſt the Revenue that EY 
Tear, by Non-Entries, or Smug-C *** *# + « * 
"ene of Oyſters  — 5 0 

French Oyſters imported to be laid, ſell at a Me- 


» 


The Duty which ought to be paid 5 
3 fuch Medium, is per Buſhel oy” © ng 
Duty which has been paid at a Me-H T 

dium, as by the Report, is no — 0 © 14 
more per Buſhel than — | 

> 1 of Buſhel defrauded, at a7 „ _ 1 1 


1127, .18 4 — — — 


The Medium of the Quantity reported fince the 
Importation began, is 21883 Buſhels early. „„ 


The yearly Duty whereof, at ak. e e, 
: van Medium, 2 e eee 
The Medium, or Duty paid yearly „ 

for that Time, is only 1 
TFC tion 
The Medium, or Duty defrauded for | when 
that Time, has been yearly —— „„ Veſſel 
Jherefore the amount of the Fraud | „„ 
during the Importation, for the 813814 36 the Q 
FROEE, Fn | 4 R and ye 
Sg And 0 by Oyſters 140 reported, AQ x * * * * * * * Or per 
much greater Sum — 77 ][ Bu 
ut Cor dtc . i mpor 
The | is give 
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Oyſters with the living. 
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Tue Importers alledge, in their printed Caſe, that, 


by contrary Winds, and other Accidents, ſometimes a 


Third, a Half, and frequently *shoje Cargoes have 


died in the Importation, which they think muſt have 


been an unanſwerable Reaſon for the different Values 


ſet upon imported Oyſters; for (they add) it cannot 


be ſuppoſed they could 


All this was urged in the Importers Memorials be- 
fore the Commiſſioners: It was then, ab is now ad- 
mitted, by the Petitioners, ſometimes to be the Caſe; 


and this Pretence is the Mother of the Iniquity of 


Non Entries and Low Values, But the Importers " 
cannot produce one Inftance where this has been given 
ac Redbn to the Cyſtombonſe, either for a ſhorr En- 


try, or a lo Valyation. 


whether periſbimg, or dead, eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed. 


It is not to be ſuppoſed any one would pay (becauſe. 


no Duty could be requird) for ead Oyſters, as they © 


are then an Incumbrance, and not a Convenience, or 
of Uſe; and the Importers have more Sagacity than to 


do ſo. But it is very well known, that Quantities of 


Oyſters, ſaid tO be aead, when firſt im rted, are 1 
alive at Hillingſgate Market, ſeveral Months after the 
Importation, [43 ak 


But how, or by whom is the Condition of imported * 


Oyfters now judged of? For, where one Veſſel is de- 


| livered with an Officer on Board, many are delivered 
without an Officer, and a juggling Entry and Valua- 


tion made afterwards. There are known Inſtances, 
when an Officer has been on board, and has ſeen a 


| Veſſel: delivered, that the Importers have, at the 


Cuſtombouſe, upon their Oaths enter'd Jeſs than half 
the Quantity as the hole, and put a Value upon the 
Quantity enter'd, 4% than paid for them in France, 


and yet in a quick and good Condition, neither dead, 
or periſpiug, and evident to all By-ſtangers to be ſo. 


But the Truth of the Caſe, with regard to periſning 
i mported Oyſters from a long Paſſage, is this: Leave 


is — lay them by themſelves in the Fiſheries, 5 
an 


a while after, they 


are examined, and paid for as 
C2 | 


they 


put an equal Value on dead 


, 


The Condition of imported Oyſters is as well known, 
by People converſent in Oyſters, as any Thing; and, 


4. 
1 


Th. —— 
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they prove; but very few, if any one Inſtance can be Con 
given, of an Enty made of ſuch. Oyſters; it is then cart: 
gi den out that they are thrown away as dead; and yet T 
the Importer has often, at an after Time, received a | Dur 
„„ , notnounti ad5 elfigih | Ih 
The Eßer Im porters think the two Ioſtarces of 7% 
Under values, mentioned in the Report, can in no wiſe. deſe 
affect them, becauſe. thoſe Cargoes were imported Rat 
(they ſay) by the Perſons now applying tor a ſpecifick;, | lr 
Duty; and ſay, that it is more than;probable they were || fione 
calculated to give them an Opportunity for the preſeur || Tra 
˙W7NNͥWWPPPf . tS0 d bait from 
Theſe two Inſtances. of fraudulent Valuations. were ting; 
contained in the Lift, with many others, laid before Price 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms ; the Proof was be 4 
made on the Oath of a Perſon of great Veracity Who coſt” 
ſwears that one Thomas Fllis, in March 1720, import- T 
ed a Voyage of Oyſters from Concule in France, and Dre 
valued = on his Oath at Five Pounds, and no a Di 
more, at the Cyſtobouſe; and ſold the ſame imme- great 
diately to the Fiſhery of Milton in Kent, for Sixry || Oy 
one Pounds, twelve, Shillings avd Six fence; and that get r 
fon Hoyſted, in March, 1722, imported a Voyage Oyſt 
from Concale in France, and valued them on his Qark + liſh 
at Five Pounds, and no more, at the Cuſtombouſe; Fc 
and ſold them immediately to the ſame Fiſhery for meat 
Fifty four Pounds and Three pence. - ©» 4 Sbnit 
One of theſe Importers has been dead many Years, | ſters 
end the other, for many Years, has /efr of the Trade. then 
Theſe Cargres were not imported by the Peririoners; In 
nor conld they, ſo many Years ago, be calculated to Peoz 
give an Opportunity for the preſent Application; nor by . 
are the Eſſex Importers charged with theſe two In- "GH 
ſtances. They were produced, among others, to ſhew ther, 
the Fraud, and the Beginning of the /orv Values. they 
For it js a well known Thing, that, 120w0 adays he Net 
who imports 1400 Buſhels, Kentiſh Meaſure, if he of W 
thinks fit to make an Entry, don't, upon his Oath, re- . 5 
Port above 5300, and ſometimes but 400 Buſhels, as ed ( 
the Hhole of his Cargoe ; and the different Ways the | Broc 
Entries are made in by the Importers, as by the | Mar 
Bibel, the Waſp, the T houſand and the Basket, are there 
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Contrivances to conceal the true Quantities, andi 
carry on the Juggle of avoiding the proper Duty. 
The Importers may very well afford to pay a full 
Duty; for the exceſſive Growth of the Shell, in a ſhort © 


: 


Time after the French Oyſters hdve'been'in the Eng- 


4% Waters, double the Quantity in Meaſure ; which 
_ deſerves Conſideration in ſettling the Qantum of the 
Rate to be laid on every Buſhel. 1 
In the Petitioners Papers, laid before the Commiſ- 
fionets of the Cuſtoms, is ſtated the Tnequaliry of the 


Trade between themſelves and the Importers, ariſing 


from the Frauds ; and it is ſhewed, that Two Shil- 


tings and Two pence per Buſhel is the Medium of the 


Prices French Oyſters have been ſold at in Fng/and to 


be laid in the Fiſheries; and that the Exgliſb Oyſters 
coſt'the Storers a good deal more to be laid. 
That as the Importers are very few, and the Oyſter- 


Dredgers very numerous, the Profit which will make 


a Dividend between the few, will divide nothing to a 
great many; and, therefore, the Importers having their 


Oyſtets very cheap, underſel the Engliſh Oyſters, and 
get rid of them at any Rate; eſpecially as the French 
Oyſters are very different in Quality from the Eng- 


liſh Oyſteres. 1 
For very few (if any) Fiſhmongers, and but the 


meaneſt of the *Rerailers in London, Weſtminſter and 
Southwark," buy the White Shells (as the French Oy- 
ſters are called) and thoſe who do retail them, diſguiſe 
them for ſeveral Reaſons. T 
In the ENn6L18n Oyſters Fiſheries are employed many 
People, and a confiderable Revenue ariſes to the Crown, 
by the Conſumpticu in their Veſſels and way of Trade, ' 
Iron, Sail Cloth, Hemp, Pitch, Tarr, Soap, Lea- * 


ther, and many other cuftomable Merchandizes ; and 


they are a PucLick Cox vENIEN CE tn breeding up 
Numbers of good SR A,‚ for His MajusTv's Ships 


of War. ' 


The Eher Importers. have not, in their print- 
ed Cafe, denied that there is a Plenty both of © 
Brood and Grown Frgliſh Oyſters, to ſupply all 

Markets, nor have they offered any Reaſor 
there is not, or ſhould not be ſuch Sufficiency in the 


n why 


Britiſh Seas, Sc. but take it for a Demonſtration of 
VV | a gene- 


 andare ſometimes high.. 
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Nerat and continual. Scarcity. of Engliſh Oyers, 
becauſe the Prices of Oyſters at Fillingſgate differ, 


And they give the Lowering of the Prices to the 
Importatioam: Now it is certain that the Sarcity of 
Oyſters is occaſioned only from the Severiryof the Saſons;- 
Froſt, Szow and Ice kill Oyſters immediately, and 
whenever ſuch Accidents happen, the imported Qy- 
ſters will ſhare the ſame Fate: Nay, the preſent im- 
ported Oyſters are more expoſed, to theſe Dangers . 
than our Fiſheries, as thoſe Oyſters lay upon the 
Shores, and are covered with à little Water, and, 
when ſuch Extremities happen, the Prices will ad- 
Vance... N . 1 $24 PESTO W 

The Importers ſuggeſt they buy all the lean Stock... 
in the Engliſh Fiſheries: If this is true, how do the 
other Fiſheries come by the Stocks they lay? They 
import none, and yet have, every Winter, very con- 
ſiderable Crops of Laid, as well as Native Oyſters for 
Billingſgate. and other Markets; tho', it muſt be con- 
feſſed, the /aying Engliſh Oyſters has been very much 
diſcouraged by the fraudulent Importation of French 
Oyfters ; and if the Price of Oyſters, at the Storing 
Markets, has been advanced, the Srorers of all the 
Home Fiſheries pay as much as the Z/ex Oyſter-men; - 
for there is no Difference of Prices in the ſame: String 
Seaſon. And it is very obvious, that the Importers 
chooſe rather to go to 1'rance for Oyſters, than deal 
with the Ergl;þ Dredgers, as. the foreign Oyſters, in | 
the Way they are imported, doa't coſt near the Price W 
() of Eng/i Oyſters ; and that they make a greater 
Shoot in the Shell. | Tp 


— 


The Pretence of Dutch Veſſels coming for Oyſters, - 2 
being an Encouragement for Smuggling, Riots, and O1 
Diſorders, is as true as ſome other Parts of the Er 5 
Importers Caſe; no ſingle Inſtance of a Riot, or Ds . 3 
order of this Sort was ever yet heard of upon the £346 -Þ 
Engliſo Coaſts. te Ste 8. ha Hu 


(9) Oyſters are bought in France, from One Penny Half- 
penny, to Eight-pence per Thouſand Engliþ Money; and a 
Thouſand Oyſters, by the general Computation, makes Four 
Wincheſter Corn Buſhels, even with the Wood, of ſtrike Meaſure, © 
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/ PLY to their Cas E, inſiſt, that, in order to have laid 


* 


(23 ) 


And, as the Engliſh Dredgers are induſtrious Ma- 
+» Nagers F 4 Growth F this Kingdam, they humbly 
', hoped ſuch a Duty might be laid on imported Oyſters, 
4 ſpould encourage them cheerfully to go on with their 


Trade and ancient Employment; and d furiber Duty 


Nins. pence the Wincheſter Corn ' Blſyel they hoped 
. Would not be thought unreaſonable,- and the rather be- 


cauſe, by the 12th Gio. I. rhe fraudulent importing and 
undervatuing Snuff was prevented, and a Duty aſcer- 


. Fatned for the Encouragement of the fair Trader; and 
_ - *his Honourable Houſe having agreed to lay To Shit- 
Jus per Buſbel on all imported Apples, over and above 


all other Duties, for the Encouragement of the Planters, 


and a Growth of this Kingdom. 


As the Medium of the Prices French Oyfters have 


been ſold at in England to be laid, is To Shillings 
and Two pence per Buſhel ; that, in Proportion to 


65 per Cent, is computed to be One Shilling and Four- 


pence Three farthings per Buſhel Duty; and the Vin- 


cheſter Corn Buſhel is exactly Half the Meaſure called 


= Buſbe] uſed in the Eugliſh Oyſter-Fiſheries; and, if 


a ſpecifick Duty /z/5 than this ſhould be laid on im- 
ported Oyſters, the Trade of the Zng/iſþ Oyſter- 


= Dredgers, and the Home Fiſheries will be utterly 
ain | | 


Therefore the Petitioners the Oyer-Dredgers 
humbly hope this HonouRaBLe Hovussz 


ll take their Caſe into Conſideration, and 


lay a a proper and certain Duty on all foreign 
Oyfters imported into this Kindom,. and 
nor permit the Importation of Oyſters in the 


8 ſame fraudulent and pernicious Manner, as 


it hath been ſeveral late Years carried on. 


OnsSERVATIONS on the Rryrr of the 
Kentiſh, &c. Oyſter-Dredgers to the 
Eſſex Importers Casz. | 


Humbly. ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Honourabe : 


the Hovsz of COMMONS. 


F [ HE E/ex Importers, notwithſtanding what is 


alledged in the XK2ntif, &c.: Fiſhermens Rx- 


the 
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the whole Matter in Diſs before the Commiſſioners 
in a true Light, they 


were not examined. And, altho' their Solicitor ap- 
ply.d to him for Copies of the ſeveral Papers laid be- 


re their Honours the Commiſſioners, by the Kentiſh, 


&e. Dredgers, in order that the Importers might have 
anſwered them; yet he was denied it, and only al- 
lowed to take a few Minutes from one of their Peti- 
tions. (10) | The 


(10) The ſex Importers having in theſe Papers inſiſted in a very | 


extraordinary Manner on their not being heard or permitted to 
ſtate the Matter to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms on their 
Side, or having Copies of the Petitioner's Papers, it is thought 
proper to add here the Purport of their Petition to the Commiſ- 
ſioners, and to give a further Account of thoſe Particulars. 


By their Petition they ſtate the Subſtance of the Dredgers Peti- 


tion to the Treaſury, and the Order of Reference to the Cuſ- 
-toms, and then ſaß | 155 
* Your Petitioners humbly apprehend it greatly concerned 
them to lay before your Honours a true State of the Matter, 
which they have done in their Memorial hereto annexed. 
And pray their Caſe may be taken into Conſideration before 


2 Report be made on the Dredgeys Petition, and a Day appoint- 


ed (if neceſſary) that they may attend in order to give their Ho- 

nous what further Satisfaction they are able concerning the 

—— | | 

And by the Memorial annexed to their Petition they ſtated 
all that could be ſaid on their Side, and the Kent Importer: did 


the ſame, ſo that the whole Affair was laid before the Commiſ- 
| Goners in a true Light, and in ſo ſtreng a Light that the Fraud 


appeared enormous, neither to be juſtified or excuſed, and 
therefore a perſonal Examination of the Importers could not be 


neceſſary, unleſs to charge themſelves with the Frauds, (as in 


Fact their foregoing Papers do; ) nor could their Memorial have 
been drawn up fo fully but from conſidering the Dredgers Papers 
laid before the Commiſſioners ; and when the Dredgers Agents 


applied for Copies of the Importers Memorials, they were an- 
ſwered, It was reaſonable they ſhould have them, as the Importers 


bad Copies of the Dridgers Papers — But theſe People attend ve- 
ry little to Truth or Fact — The Attendance mentioned in their 


Obſervations was for this Purpoſe — They were told by the 


Board, That very great Frauds had been committed in the Impor- 
_ Tition, and that a Stop ought to be put to it by rating mg a 


n id petition to be examined 
rſonally, and did actually attend, by the Secretary's 
er; but for what Reaſon they know not; they 


a will. then appear that no Fraud 


The Kentiſh, &c.  Oyſter-Dredgers, in their Rx- 
PLY, have ſet forth a very extraordinary Account 
and, indeed, if it had been true, a ver fraudulegt 
Inſtance in the Eſeæ Importers: But they humbly” 
conceive, that the ſame is rather calculated to amuſc. 
than to give either a true State of the Caſe, or SatlC | 
faction to any Perſon whatſoever ; for ſuppoſing thae 
24510 Buſhels of French Oyfters have been imported. 
as they alledge in their Reply; yet, after deduckißg 
the reaſonable Allowances hereafter mentioned, i 

has been committed 


24, 510 Buſhels of French Oyfters, at} o , 
I 5. 6.4. fer Buſhel. re ei 9:0 
een, ,, TOR 
on the Importation of? 4 N 
ie LAT jak OS OD TY 
Exgliſb Veſſels, which 8 5 

the Im porters are re- 
to make appear 
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(12) Gen. rewe „  ,. 
derate Computation 3 | | 
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by the Importers. . 
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Neat Value of the ſaid Oyſters . 260 9 © 
Neat Duties at 65 per Cent. about 169 o © 


— 


by the Buſhel, and'the Minutes agreed to for the Report were 
then read to them, and they made no Objection at that Time, 


yet they don't Khow what they attended for; ſo that all this Cla- 


mour is frivolous, unwarrantable and contrary to Truth | 
(11) They compute 1.5. 3 d. per 1000 Freight, though 6 d. 
per 1000 is the moſt, or very near the moſt ever paid, and 4 d. 
and 3 d. per 1000 are the more common Prices; ſo that this Ar- 
ticle is evaſive and falſe. 1 %% a: it I 
(1a) If a Merchant has 2 Cargoes, one of which is loſt, and 
the other arrives ſafe, he. is not to abate for the loſt Cargoe out 
of the other — nor are any dead Oyſters reckoned in the 2 4,5 19 
_Buſhels reported in the Year 1736; this Item is therefore to 


z 
_— . * * 
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: 
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e => pad the fallowing 5 quite deſtroys it. 


1 1 1 1 


65 


1 


p ĩ ( 
The Kentiſh, &c, Oyſter-Dredgers have alſo, in 
their ſaid Account, calculated, That the yearly Impor- 

tation of Oyſters from France amounted to 11,883 Bu- 
ſhels, or thereabouts: But the Eher Importers inſiſt, 
That they did not import one Buſhel of French Oyſters, 
from the Tear 1724, to the Year 1733; from all Which 
it appears, That their Calculation is very defective 
and inſufficient. 33 


* 


Notwithſtanding the Alle cations in che Kentits ez” 


* 
4 
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Dredgers Rx, the Eſſex Importers inſiſt, Tha on 770 


every Importation of French Oyſters, before one Oy- 
ſter is laid on their Grounds, they depoſite the Duties 
in the Hands of the proper Officer; and during all the 
Time of laying their Oyſters, there is an Officer on 
Board the Veſſe ]; and if it it zmagined that any of 
them are dead, the ſame Officer afterwards views them 
on the Grounds, in order to examine and ſee what 
Condition they are in, and thereupon reports the ſams 
to the Collector, and from ſuch Report the Valuation 
is ſtipulated. „CCC 
The Eſſer Importers ſay, That it is very true that 
French Oyſters improye confiderably wheti laid on their 
Grounds, and which they apprehend is the chief Rea- 
ſon of the many Attempts the Kentiſh Fiſhermen' have 
made to cruſh the Eſer Importers, becauſe the 
Kentiſh Oyſter Grounds do not improye the. Oyſters 
ſo well: But they inſiſt that it is equally true, that 
French Oyſters, laid and fatten'd on the Ee Shore, 
are generally eſteemed. the beſt Oyſters, and produce 
the moſt Fiſh of any that comes in Quantities to Bet: 
tingſeate Market; the Truth of which appears from 
the large Quantities of thoſe Oyſters bought up by 
the Fiſhmongers, and principal. Retailers, in London 
and Weſtminſter. © 


That fince the Effex Oyſtermen have imported lean | _ 


Stock from France, and thereby reduced the exhorbi- 
tant Price of Oyſters at Billing ſgate. Market, tho 
Kentiſh Oyſter men have taken this preſent Opportu- 


nity, as well as others, to oppreſs the Importers, in 


\ 


0 der to diſcourage them from continuing the Importas 

tion; a late particular Inſtance whereof, the Impor- 

ters beg Leave to acquaint this Ho NOURAEUE 

Hos, viz, A Body of Kent i Oyſter-Dredges, » 
| 1 the 
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the Number, at leaſt, of 200, eame, in hoſtile Man 
ner, upon the Importers Grounds on the E Shore, 


and, in Defiance of the Civil Power there, carried off 


their Grounds for the Supply of B:/lingſgare Market, 
hoping, thereby, intirely to cruſh the Importers, and 


monopolize the whole Oyſter Trade: But the Eſer 


Importers having commenced Actions againſt them, 


on ſolemn Trials of the Affair, the Xezriſþ Oyſter- 
Dredgers were caſt in the Sum of above 6000/7, Da. 
mages, beſides the Coſts of Suit. . OY 


For theſe Reaſons the Eſſex Importers humbly - 

hope, that this Honourable Houſe will per- 
' mat the Continnance of the Importation, or, 
at leaſt, poſtpone the further Conſideration 


thereof, till ſuch Time as ail Matters can 
be fairly ſtated. | 


— 


by $42, 


REMARXS on the Eſſex Importers O B- 


SERVATIONS, OC. 


 Humbly addreſſed to the Honourable the Nous x of 


*., COMMONS. 


I . | V 
"HE preſent Application is not made ( as is ſug. 
6 þ veſted) by the Kerri Dredgers only, nor - 
gainſt the Z/ſex Importers only; but by the Dredgers 


of Kent, Eſſex, Suſſex, Southampton, and every other 
Part of the KING Dom, and againſt the Importation 


in general. | 
It is hnmbly inſiſted, that the State of the Frauds 
in the IND - true, and not calculated for Amuſe- 
ment, it imported Oyſters are to pay a Duty of 65 / 
Cent, even to the /owweſt Value fold at in Rene 
Oyſters have been ſold at moderare and /oww Prices 


for ſeventeey Years and upwards at Pilling ſgate- Market, 
tho the ſſeæ * ſuggeſt the Reduction of the 


Prices 


all the Oyſters which they had imported and od on 


* » 
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prices at Pilling (pate is intirely owit ta iti To orta- 
b 705 3 inſiſt Nn 5 
el of French Oyſters before the 


They alſo iafift they depoſite the Duties for French 
Oyiters in the Hands of the proper Offcer, and that 
there is an Officer on board every Veſſel on the Deli- - 
very; they don't ſay the King's Officer, and are to 
be underſtood (as the Truth is) their own People, or 


tion; and yet t 
not import one Bu 
Tear 1733. 


Managers. 


The two laſt Paragraphs no way concern the preſent” 


Queſtion; the Controverſy at IJaw ſtated, was bet- 
ween the Fiſhermen of Ailton and Quecenborough in 
Kent, and the Leſſee of ſome Shores in Eſer, upon 
a Queſtion of Right, in the Years 1724 and 1725, 
which was before theſe Hſſer Oyſter-men imported 
Oyſters from France, as appears from their own ſhe- 
wing; and therefore their ae Bern were not cal- 


culated to cr theſe Eſſex Importers; nor were the 
Oyſter Dreagers of Srrood, Rocheſter, Chatham, Gil- 


lingham, nor o' the Hundreds of Feverſham, or Whit- 
ſtable, or any other Parts of the County of Kent (ex. 
cept Milton and Dneenborough,) or of the Counties of 
Effes, Suſſex or Southampton concerned in that 
Controverſy. 


7. herefore the Oyſter Dredgers of or. | Es8xx, 


SUSSEX and SOUTHAMPTON Hhumbly hope 


this HonoukRasLe Hovss 2074] now lay a 


proper aud certain Nuty on all Foreign Qy- 
iters 77porred into this King Dom, and not 
fermit the Continuance of the Importation 
in the Manner the Eflex Importers deſire. 


— 


ABIT f.r repealing the Duties payable ad 
| Valorem pon Foreign Oyſters imported 


into this Kix DOM, aud for laying an- 


ater Duty thereon. 
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(29) 


Mons „„ „444 


Mhereas the ſeveral Duties upon Oyſters Imported 
into this Kingdom, are now payable according to the 
Value ſworn to, or affirmed by the Importers, which 
Method of Aſcertaining the Value of (uch Oyſters, 
by Experience has been found to be liable to great 
Franks, ſuch Importers frequently undervaluing the 
Oyſters ſo imported, to the Detriment of the Pub- 
tick Revenue, and Diſcouragement of the Oyſter 
Dredgers of this Kingdom. For Remedying the 
ſaid Abuſe, as well as encouraging. our own Fiſhery, 
Me your Majeſty's Moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afſem- 
bled, do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that it 

may be enatted by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſ- 
iy, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
* and Temporal, and Commons in this pre- 


ent Parliament Aſſembled, And 


BE IT ENACTED by the Authority of the ſame, 
— That all Provifions and Clauſes contained in any 
former Act or Acts of Parliament, ſo far as they relate 
to the Aſcertaining the Value of Oyſters imported 


from France, according to the Oaths or Affirmations 


of the Importers, ſhall from and after the T 


| Pr#k#® Day of J* 1737, be and are hereby Repeal- 


ea and made void. AND be it further Ex Acrzp by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That in Lieu of the ſaid for- 

mer Duties pay:ble ad valorem, and repealed by this 
Act, all Oyſters which ſhall at any Time or Times af- 
ter the ſaid Zventy Fourth Day of une 1737, be 
Imporred from France into any Port or Place within 
this Kingdom, ſhall, upon the Importation thereof, be 
rated at 74. per Buſbel, Strike Meaſure, aterding torht 


Wincheſter Corn Nuſbel, and ſhall pay the old Subſidy 


granted by the Act of Tonnage and Poundage, made 


in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of King Charles 


the Second, according to that Rate and Meaſure (and 
not according to the Valu s ſworn to or affirmed by 
the Importers) and in that Proportion for any greater 


or leſs Quanriry, Axp be it further ENacteD by 


the Autt.ority aforeſaid, That in all Caſes where any 
of the ſaid Oyders are by Law ſubject or liable to 
\ # N 5 the 


' Prices at Billing gate ix inriely owing to, the Importa- 
"oy . ex. ee ipſiſt they did | 
not import one Buſhel of French Oyſters before the 


tion; and yet t 


Tear 1733. 


They alſo iafift they depoſite the Duties for French 
Oyiters in the Hands of the proper Officer, and that 
there is an Officer on board every Veſſel on the Deli- 
very; they don't ſay the Kine's Officer, and are to 

be underſtood (as the Truth is) their own People, or 


Managers. 


The two, laſt Paragraphs no way concern the preſent 


Queſtion; the Controverſy at 1.aw ſtated, was bet- 
wren the Fiſhermen of Milton and Queenborough in 
Kent, and the 35 83g of ſome Shores in Eſer, upon 
a Queſtion of Rig 

which was before theſe Eſſex Oyſer-men imported 
Oyſters from France, as appears from their own ſhe- 
wing; and therefore their 2 were not cal - 
culated to cri theſe Eſſex Importers; nor were the 
Oyſter Dreagers of Strood, Rocheſter, Chatham, Gil- 


lingham, nor o the Hundreds of Feverſham, or Whit- 
ſtable, or any other Parts of the County of Kent (ex. 


cept Milton and Qncenborough, ) or of the Counties of 
Eſſex, ** or Southampton concerned in that 
Controverſy. | 


Therefore the Oyſter-Dredgers of Kunr, Es5xx, 
SUSSEX and SOUVTHAMPTON #umbly hope 
this HonouR ABLE Hovss 2074] now lay 4 


proper aud certain Duty on l Foreign Oy: 


iters iuperted into this Kine Dou, and not 
fermit the Continuance of the Importation 
zu the Manner the Eflex Importers deſire. 


i. 
— 


Bur Vr repealing the Duties payable ad 

| Valorem pon Foreign Oyſters imported 

into this KIN DOM, aud for laying an- 
other Duty thereon. A 


M42 * 


77, in the Years 1714 and 1725, 


M. G 8 * 


(29) 


Mhereas the ſeveral Duties upon Oyſters Imported 
into this Kingdom, are now payable according to the 
Value ſworn to, or affirmed by the Importers, which. 
Merhod of Aſcertaining the Value of ſuch Oy(ters, 
by Experience bas been found to be liable to great 

rauds, ſuch Importers frequently undervaluing the 
Oyſters ſo imported, to the Detriment of: the Pub- 
lick Revenue, and Diſcouragement of the Oyſter 
 Dreagers of this Kingdom, For Remedying the 
ſaid Abuſe, as well as encouraging our own F! ys 
We your Majeſty's Moſt Dutifut and Loyal Subjects, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that it 
may be enatted by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſ- 
iy, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Aer and Temporal, and Commons in this pre- 


ent Parliament Aſſembled. And 


PE IT ENACTED by the Authority of the ſame, 
oF That all Proviſions and Clauſes contained in any 


former Act or Acts of Parliament, fo far as they relate 


to the Aſcertaining the Value of Oyſters imported 


from France, according to the Oaths or Affirmations 


of the Importers, ſhall from and after the T 
FF Day of J** 1737, be and are hereby Repeal- 
ed and made void. AND be it further EnacTtzp by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That in Lieu of the ſaid for- 
mer Duties payable 4d valorem, and repealed by this 
Act, all Oyſters which ſhall at any Time or Times at- 


ter the ſaid Zavenry Fourth Day of June 1737, be 
Imported from France into any Port or Place within 


this Kingdom, ſhall, upon the Importation thereof, be 
rated at 74. per Brſpel, Strike Meaſure, actor ding to rhe 


| Wincheſter Corn Nuſbel, and ſhall pay the old Subſidy 


granted by the Act of Tonnage and Poundage, made 


io the Twelfth Year of the Reign of King Charles 


the Second, according to that Rate and Meaſure (and 


not according to the Valu's ſworn to or affirmed by 


the Importers) and in that Proportion for any greater 
or leſs Quanriry, Anp be it further ENxAcrED by 
the Autt.ority aforeſaid, That in all Caſes where any 
of the ſud QOziters are by Law ſubjeR or liable to 
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the Payment of the further Subſidy, the one third 
Subſidy, the two thirds Subſidy, the additional Im- 
poſt, or the Duty payable upon Goods imported from 
France, or any of them according to the reſpective 
Values ſet thereon, for the ſaid old Subſidy, or in 
Proportion thereto the ſame ſhall, from and after the 
ſaid Twenty Fourth Day of Fune 1737, be paid pro- 
portionably, according to the particular Value ſet 
thereon, for-the old Subſidy aforeſaid, and not accord- 
ing to the Oath or Affirmation of the Importer ; any 
Thing in the reſpective Acts which granted the ſaid 
Duties, or in any other Act to the Contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 'AnD be it declared and Ex AcrED by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That upon the Exportation of a- 
ny of the ſaid Oyſters, ſo imported within the Time 
allowed by the Law, the Duties paid or ſecured for 
the ſame at Importation as aforeſaid, ſhall not be 
drawn back or allowed to the Exporter. AnD be it 
EnAacTED- and Declared by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the ſeveral Subſidies, Impoſitions, and Duties 
upon the ſaid Oyſters, ſhall be paid or ſecured, and 
ſhall be raiſed, levied and collected in ſuch Manner and 


Porm, and by ſuch Ways and Means, and under ſuch 


Penalties and Forfeitures, and with ſuch Diſcounts 
and Allowances as are mentioned and expreſſed in the 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament, which granted or continu- 
ed the ſame reſpeQively, and all Powers, Penalties, 
Provifions, Articles, and Clauſes therein contained, 
(except in ſuch Caſes where any Alteration is made 
by this AQ) ſhall continue in full Force and Effect 
during the Continuance of the ſaid reſpecti ve Subfidies, 
Impoſitions, and other Duties; and ſhall be applied, 
practiced and executed, for the raiſing, levying, collect; 
ing, ſecuring, anſwering, paying and appropriating 
the ſaid reſpeftive Subſidies, Impoſitions and other 
Duties, according to the true Intent and Meaning of 
this preſent Act, as fully and effectually, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, as if the ſaid Clauſes, Matters and 
Things had been repeated and enacted in the Body of 
this preſent Act, any Law, or other Matter, or Thing 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 1 


